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CELEBRATING OUR RURAL PARTNERS
Learn about some of our grant partners, who work across the Oregon region to support

thriving rural communities. We regularly feature stories from our partners on our website. 

Rangeland Fire Protection Associations (RFPAs) are volunteer-based
groups of ranchers, landowners, and community members working to
prevent and suppress wildfires in remote areas. Partnering with
federal, state, and local firefighting agencies, they enhance wildfire
response through coordination, training, and shared resources. Their
rapid response capability helps protect livestock, property, and
infrastructure while reducing costs for government agencies. Beyond
firefighting, RFPAs engage in fire prevention education, helping
communities understand and mitigate fire risks. By preventing
uncontrolled fires, they play a vital role in maintaining the ecological
health of rangelands and ensuring long-term resilience for rural
communities.

RANGELAND FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATIONS:
COMMUNITY-BASED WILDFIRE RESPONSE

Talent Maker City (TMC) is a nonprofit makerspace in Talent,
Oregon, dedicated to building a more connected, resilient
community through hands-on creativity and STEAM-based learning.
In 2024, with support from public, private, and community sources,
TMC moved into their brand new 8,000 sq. ft. building, located in
downtown Talent. Open to all, TMC offers workshops in carpentry,
ceramics, 3D printing, sewing, and more—welcoming both
beginners and experienced makers. Beyond classes, TMC partners
with local businesses and nonprofits, providing tools, equipment,
and expertise to bring creative projects to life. From t-shirts to tap
handles, the makerspace supports innovation and collaboration,
strengthening Southern Oregon’s creative economy while
empowering individuals to learn, create, and grow.

TALENT MAKER CITY: 
CREATIVITY, COMMUNITY & INNOVATION

The Condon Food Pantry plays a vital role in Gilliam County, serving
about 160 people and 65 families each month. With a strong
volunteer base, it provides essential support to seniors on fixed
incomes and single-parent families facing food insecurity. In August
2024, after a successful capital campaign, the pantry purchased a
new building to better serve the community. Fundraising efforts
continue to renovate the space and equip it for increased food
distribution. The goal: to ensure no one in Condon or nearby towns
goes hungry, strengthening local food security for those who need
it most.

CONDON FOOD PANTRY: 
EXPANDING COMMUNITY FOOD ACCESS



Roundhouse awarded over $15.5 million in grants across our four focus areas to more
than 600 partners supporting rural and Tribal communities across the Oregon region. 

We focus our work in and
across four areas that are
fundamental to thriving rural
communities: Arts & Culture,
Education, Environmental
Stewardship, and Social
Services. 

26% EDUCATION
17% ENVIRONMENTAL 

 STEWARDSHIP

37% SOCIAL SERVICES20% ARTS & 
CULTURE

2024 GRANTS BY THE NUMBERS

To remain flexible to needs across the state, Roundhouse reserves special-use funds that can be designated
outside of our primary focus areas. In 2024, 1% of the Foundation's grantmaking fell outside of our focus areas.

COMMUNITY ARTS ORGANIZATIONS

After sitting dormant for 55 years, Athena’s Gem Theatre in
Umatilla County reopened in December 2023, thanks to the
determination of a local high school band teacher and hundreds of
student volunteers, many from the high school band, who learned
hands-on skills while preserving a piece of their town’s history. The
200-seat venue, complete with a 1921 Wurlitzer pipe organ, now
hosts live performances, student productions, and affordable movie
nights. The Gem Theatre’s revival is more than a building restored—
it’s a testament to the power of community, perseverance, and the
enduring importance of the arts in rural Oregon.

ATHENA’S GEM THEATRE: 
A COMMUNITY’S VISION RESTORED

The Siletz Bay Music Festival (SBMF) is more than a concert series—
it’s a celebration of music’s power to connect, inspire, and uplift.
Founded in 2011 in rural Lincoln City, SBMF faced significant
challenges during COVID-19, but the community believed in the
festival’s importance for local students and residents alike. One
student’s journey illustrates its impact: through SBMF’s accessible
programming and mentorship opportunities, they discovered not
just a love for music but a sense of belonging. From August 14–24,
2025, world-class musicians will once again gather on the Oregon
Coast. SBMF remains committed to making exceptional music
accessible to all, enriching the coastal community through the
universal language of sound.

SILETZ BAY MUSIC FESTIVAL: 
MUSIC THAT INSPIRES COMMUNITY



In 2024, Pine Meadow Ranch Center for Arts & Agriculture
(PMRCAA) opened its doors to 30 artists, writers,
researchers, scientists, and culture bearers and invited
them to explore the intricacies of the theme, Transitions
and Migrations. Through one-on-one discussions with local
creatives and experts, workshops and artist talks, and
engagement with the community during their open studios,
our residents settled into Sisters country and made
progress on their self-directed creative projects. The arts
and agriculture program had one of its biggest years yet
with many memorable moments. 

Highlights of 2024:
The annual community lecture series explored topics
including: ecological change in the Harney Basin;
culture and climate impacts on people and migration
patterns; how art has played a role in documenting
glacial shifts; and the changes in print media and
media literacy in journalism. 
Hosted 8 open studios and 21 workshops that centered
on different fiber arts, painting techniques, basket
weaving, and creative writing. 
The launch of the Natural Dye Series with former
resident, Madelaine Corbin, as well as the creation of  
Natural Dye Kits using PMRCAA grown flora. 
Collaborated on a partner exhibition with Scalehouse
Gallery in Bend, OR, featuring 2022 and 2023
PMRCAA residents united under the theme, Where Art
and Agriculture Coexist.
Participated in the Sisters Farmers Market, selling  
flowers and garlic bulbs and braids.
Hosted a seed and start exchange with Central
Oregon Flower Collective, local non-profit wildlife
rehabilitation center Think Wild, and other local
agricultural and ecologically-focused organizations.
Expanded growing season using hoop houses to
promote and protect the growth of  natural dye plants. 

In 2025, PMRCAA team members are looking forward to
exploring the theme of Care and Stewardship with
incoming residents, guest lecturers, and community
members. Together, we discover the theme’s complexities
and the myriad ways in which we can care for our
environment and each other. 

ARTS & AGRICULTURE AT PINE MEADOW RANCH

Artist & workshop leader, Madelaine Corbin, stands
beside her fabric panels, shown on an irrigation pivot.

PMRCAA is a 260-acre working ranch adjacent to
the city limits of Sisters, Oregon, population 3,738.

Felt artist and workshop leader, Flora Carlile-Kovács,
prepares silks and wool in the classroom at PMRCAA.


